THE TRAGEDT OF RAMSAT MACDONALS
in consequence, being obliged to quit the Labour Party, asked
leave to put a question of which he had given private notice.
He asked the Prime Minister whether he was now in a position
to make a statement in regard to the classes of persons involved
by economies whose cases were of peculiarly great hardship.
As the question was put by special arrangement, the Prime
Minister was ready* He had the answer, prepared by the
Treasury officials, in his hand.
* The Government have, as announced by me on Wednes-
day, been examining details of the proposed scheme of
reductions. There are undoubtedly classes of persons who
are unfairly affected, and the Government have, in view of
all the circumstances, come to the conclusion that the simplest
way of removing just grievances is to limit reductions, as
regards teachers, police, and the three Defence Services, to
not more than ten per cent/
This answer brought an eloquent Welsh miner to his feet
with a shrewd interrogation :
' In the event/ asked Mr. Aneurin Bevan, * of the unem-
ployed taking the same steps to attract the attention of His
Majesty's Government as those which the Royal Navy took
will the right hon. gentleman give the same consideration
to the unemployed ? '
As this awkward question was spontaneous and unexpected,
the Prime Minister had no answer ready and was evidently
intending to shirk it when Mr. Frank Owen, coming to the
assistance of his friend Bevan, rose from the front bench below
the gangway on the Government side and asked :
* In view of the falling value of the pound and the fact
that every other class singled out for a reduction has been
granted a concession, will the Prime Minister now consider
granting a concession to the unemployed ? *
To understand the answer of the Prime Minister, regard
must be had to the state of nervous exhaustion to which the
keen cross-examination had reduced him. Suddenly this ques-
tion comes from the Liberal benches. Had the question come
from the Opposition, he might have been more on his guard.
412